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In addition to providing a complete recor<l of your laboratory work which can be 
understood and repeated by yomself and others, this notebook has been designed to 
afford maximum patent right protection. Several practices must be followed to give 
the notebook value as a legal document in possible patent litigation: 

l. Enter all data directly into this book; it is permanently bound with 
numbered pages so that pages can not be substitutecl or deleted. 
Insert a piece of carbon paper h<>twe,e,n each origim1l <1ml duplicate 
page in turn such that a copy of all dates, data and signatures are 
made as work progresses. These copies should be removed from the 
book and given to your group leader. Do not record data elsewhere 
for transfer into the book. 'vVrite in ink. Never make erasures. Thus, 
the integrity of the record will not be in question. 

2. Record sufficient information. All procedures, reagents, apparatus, 
sketches, conditions, references, etc., should be entered into the 
book as the work is clone. The purpose and signiRcance of the ex
periment a., well 'is observations, results, and conclusions should he 
made elem·. vVhat may seem tt·ivial at the time may bter prove pf, 
critical importance. Your entries should he clenr and complete ~J);!'\ugl~~-. 
for someone else who is "skilled in the art" to read and 9·>111.p'~eliend;)h 
what has been •lCC<J1T1pli.<l1e<L -,\/Y~~; ··~~~. 
Avoid ~weeping negative statement.~, e.g.: "This pt~~eaure ~,\vorth- ·:i~; 
less," which could later limit the s('()pe of y.(.l:lJX daim~J, ·:%. ·J~ 

3. Not only is the conceptiou of :u1 )ti .. l§<i~1lio;' ' q1ta1;·~~}rnt so \k .. thi> i~!> 
diligence :;howll in making :1 ,,1*WIH\'1g mm 1-:'.4iw1i)i1,strating')ilwt 
the idea worb-"redncing t,;:,:j~·racticc:,~>Th~~µ twif:~¢~gc11ts of au 
invention, cnnceptiono·::;\~:!'tl-. rcc1'1·1\ition)t~i· -11racMac. 11111sl'jlie corroho
rated by a witn.~f-T!i'e "i~%ircI~t#f"'tl;e invcntl\(;(s) are_ not c11ough. 
Thus, each;~),lag<J<;:71f the tH\f.;,h0<,;J:<;, sho_•~r.\;'~ie rc,1d, w1t11esscd. and 
datecj, ;t..,i(lailr~~~if it~~~sihle) h~'ii.so11w;d,t1i'J~'j-i"o/h" is conipete11l to 1111der
,st\li~ ·i"t, b11t~1'<ho cWes 110[ ctl;rn toi1i~ a co-inventor. Charts. tables, 

''.~> :~_k, shr;igcl ll~:.conit!~et.~: '.;~J(l lines sholllcl be clrawn through an~· 
'N· b~lJ:ik;i$fll'tce:; pHor flolV:wil'11css111g. It mav lie l\'ISl' to perform kev 

,;70.. \ ei'~~~l-i'ients m f,1Jnt ;;(011e or 1°nore wit1;csses. Spectrn," charts, cte., 
~{:;,:;~<·. '~: 1 ~slld~r~~l be s1g11ed~ d.1ted, \\'Itnesscd, .l!lcl if they c.tn not he penna
't;L \,.;;, ''11en~,attached to tlw notehook the) should hn referred to with an 
~1~. •, '1t/i~1try'ln the book ,IJld kept on file. D.ttes and witnesses can establish 

!~ .. ,· ... \~Ot:1· pricrity ~;f nr;0:1twn. 

4. To delete an entry, dr~1w a line through it so that ·it is still legible. 
Correctiorn should he made adjacent to the deleted entry, and they 
i.;honlrl hfl i11ithk·d :n!d cbted hy ~.rnn :1~1tl t!:c corrobm·~·:tins '.dtnc~;f;. 
Changes made alter . the page has been witnessed should also be 
initialed and dated by you and the witness. Always use the current 
date. 

5. The notebook and its contents are to he considered con6clential and 
of great value. Exercise every care in preserving them. Report the 
loss or theft of a research notebook to your group leader immediately. 

6. Index the contents and return each horik as completed (or when not 
in use) for filing. 

7. New ideas n:rnst be reCDrded aucl wituessed as they occur to estab
lish piiority of invention. Even ideas which do not pertain to the 
project at hand should be documented in the hook. 

Keep your research records as if each project \\'ere t" be patented. Even though the 
,.,

0 ork contai11ed in the book may not result iu a patent ' plication, observance of 
these practices will provide a clear recor for report. >• iii futme reference. 
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