RIFLES

Three Sweet .243 B¢

Browning, Ruger, & Re

shoWed incredible

This trio of light-kicking varmint /de

n November 2004, Sturim Ru-

ger introduced the Ruger M77

Mark II Fronticr Rifle, a com-

pacl rifle designed Lo aceepl
a front-mounted scope. Unusual
(but not unique) was its forward
scope-mounting rib, a nod to the
Scout Rifle designidea, andits light
weight, very shortbarrel. Ofthe gun,
Sturm, Ruger President Stephen L.
Sanetti, said, “The ability to mount
a scope out front on the barrel rib
allows the shooter to keep both eyes
open, providing a wider field of view
and instant target acquisition. The
front-mounted scope also provides
long eye relief, which is important
in rilles chambered [or powerlul
magnum cariridges.”

The Ruger M77 Muark II Frontier;
Rifle featuved a blued steel acti
and a 16.5-inch hammer-for
barrcl bedded in a grey lamin
stock. Ruger rolled the gun out i
Tmm-08 Rem., 243 Win,, .905}5
and ‘300 W°;M and 1'h=. factorv

barrel lengths and
The Ruger was
MEKII, $800 MSR L

Our other Le:
Browning A—
\In 0’3"3()?0?111

was priced
15. We [ound

lmloaded. \Tatmalh we t]
was anintriguing gunina
niche,

Forthwim, then, WE &

cate guns with tubes
as Lhe Fronlics's. Thd.l,b
said, beeause 1
Lhe Rugcr':s she

tions:
ington

ch one to buy?

showed a range of ufility designed
o express flaws in the barrels’ ri-
ing (we thought). From lightesl
Lo heaviest, they were Federal Pro
miwn Vital-Shok 85-gruin Sicrra
Gameking boattail hollow points,
No. P243D; Winchester Supreme
95-grain Ballistic Silvertips, No.
SBST213A; and Remington's Express
Core-Lokt 100-grain pointed soft
points, No. R243W3. Also, as part of
barrel break-in, we shot Remington
80-grain [ixpress Rifle rounds, No.
243W1, but we did not collect ac
curacy or chronograph data with
these rounds.

We shot the guns at a private gun
club north of Houston, with the Lest
condilions being around 78 degrees
and aboul 60 percenl humidiiy.
There was no wind during our acen-

racy scssion, which likely helped us

Product Coordination Editor Ben Brooks was impressed with all three
.243s, but he may have been maost surprised by the inexpensive Rem-
ington SPS Youth gun. It shot the best groups with the lightest builet
weights, Federal 85-grain rounds, and cost hundreds of dollars less than
the Ruger and Browning rifles. Still, in part because he’s not a fan of
black guns, he preferred Ruger’s new Frontier rifle.
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RIFLES

achieve the surprisingly good acer

racy mmbers. Break-in for the guns RUGER M77 FRQ
consisted of firing the Remington 80- M77FRBBZ MKII,

3
2, $800
§ ig XS

grain rounds in this sequence: shoot @ HHN TESES BECaMas
one, then brush/swab/patch; shoot This short, handy rifle a scabbard, in the

two, brush/swab/patch; shoot three, rack of a ranch truck,
brush/swabypatch; shoot four brush/ We found
swab/patch, then cool down.

Our test shooter, a high-power
competitor, used a one-piece Model
500 rifle rest available from «<target
shooting.com, £250, atop a con-
crete beneh He also wore a Past Mag
Receoil Shield, 330, even though the

recoll from these guns was lightl. We crvrsrananas SPECIFICATIONS srresvesrsaraseuny
shot three-shot groups at 100 yards Overarl Lewetr Caprciy 441 RoiNDs
on EZ2C No. G targets (<ez2ctargets. BaragL LNaTH.. ... Ty VATEREL ... . 3020 STezL Receven/SE BT
com>?, $7.50 per pad of 40 targets. Signt Rapiss .. AciovTvee 3T

The test scope affixed to all three Durra 1 HFIGT T Bl . .. BUFSFR/G 0, 1 1CRA
#imns was a proven older Springfield LFvATH 0= Punl W agesINF Tip= HiraFi S
ART TV 3%9%10, and onr shooter shot; Drer @ Cove St Laseinie™F Hagrwav-on

. B0
Non: WRITTER

“HgzEs FuL WeaH.. ..

all the groups on the 3X setting, We Dre @ HeeL: i
B3N WRANTY

used Weaver mounts we purchased Drop @ To
from Gander Mountain on the Rem- “1AN TEeHoE . 12052597045
ington and Browning guns, and we G720 WaBsIEGH ZMAL ... . UNAYHUZE DM
used the supplied Ruger mounts with . i s s v enenseansstonensensssrosensens
the Frontier,

Bollom Line: As you cansee [rom
the aecuracy resulls newrby, we can
conlidenlly recommmend you go oul
and buy any of these rifles. These
guns simply shot amazingly well.
But we also formed opinions about
each gun that. may make one more
snitable for certain shooters thaj
athers:

's wood stock.
as naoticeabfy
others, which
hand the odd
ing off the grip.

he heart of the Frontfer
ve quarter rib allows
F forward scope mount, which
simproves access to the top of
‘the actlon and keaeps the ocular
_bell of the scope off the shooter’s
brow. However, recoil was s0
; in the .243 that we wouldn't
be worried about getting cut.

and 16.5-inch-long barrel mént
above, the Ruger M77 Mark H
tier Rlﬂe came with

adapters, Ruger scope
Weaversiyle scope base ddd.p
of the chamberings

i shorl-action cur
Rem., 24? Wln

One of the things Ruger continues
ta do well is supply plenty of tight-
fitting mounting hardware. in this
case, the supplied rings, which fit
] directly on the receiver or quarter
ed- rib, and a Weaver rail give the
shooter plenty of flexibility in
terms of what optics he might
want to use.

receiver wa
steel alloy,

www. gun-tests.com @ July 2005

Subject to Protective 0 ams v. Remingteon

MAEQ00116723



pull of 12.6 inches, and a drop af the
comb of 0.6 inch. Overall, the gun
measured 35.5 inches in length and
weighed (unloaded) 6,75 pounds. On
the barrel was a quarter-rib mount

safety is a three-position wing type
located at the rear of the bolt.

The Frontier Rifle’s bolt has a
two-lug lockup, a claw extractor,
controlled round feeding from the
magazine, and a fixed-blade cjector.
The lorcarm on the stock has also
beenshortened. The bacreled uction,
pistol grip cap, sling swivel studs,
and hinged magazine floorplate are
blued steel. The halt, extractor, and
trigger are stainless steel. The buthk
plate is a black synthetic rubber.
Mounted on the barrel just. forward
of the action is a quarter rib, which
is machined to accept Ruger's scope
rings. It is also drilled and tapped to
accept a Picatinny-rail scope base.

The ability to forward-mount a

15 whal separales the Ruger [rom ils
compelitors. Some of the purported
advanlages are, in our opinion, aloa
of hoocy. Does moving the scop
forward allow greater periphe
vision? We don't think so. The &:
eye supplies most, or a]l, of th

is bq('k or fOT“"FH d. W1ﬂ'| rhp 8
out front, Ruger says leavi
eyes open makes tracking
target much easier than tg
so through a convention:

ered scope. To what end
the target still has to fu

easier to ]ose a targ
when focus change
Lo the lefl eve and back

Toils eredit,
casicr deeess
ing, 'and Tnore ¢

machined to accept Ruger rings and
an included Weaverstyle rail. The

scope with intermediate eye reliet

& action. The short length
ows the shooter to bring
the gun up quickly, but when the
shooter works the bolt, the more-
forward head position comes awtully
lose to the safety.

we noted, we thought the short
batrel might put the Frontier at ei-
ther a velocily or acewraey disad
vantage. In lerms of accuracy, our
worrics were wilounded. All theee
guns averaged great groups with the
Federal 85-grain bullets (Remington,

0.52 mch; Browning, 0.54 inch; Ruger

0.58 inch), and Ruger shot similar
groups with the Winchester 95-grain
rounds (0.56 inch), and even berter
groups with the Remington Core-
Lokts, a best-of-test 0.35 inch.

On the velocity side, the [rontier

did turn in the lowest fps readings:
30141 fps with the Federal ammo
{more than 200 fps lower than the
other guns); 2731 fps with the Win-
chesters (up to 150 fps slower than
the Browning); and 180 fps slower
(2716 fps) than the Browning with
the 100-grain Remingtons. In the
licld, however, witha 250-yard point-
blank zero, those numbers might ask
[or another inch ol clevalion change
for the Ruger at 300 yards.

In operation, case feeding and
extraction was slick and easy. Fit and
finish on the gun were excellent.

" The major visual differences be-

Jul wwwigtn-tests.com
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tween the Micro and the Frontier
are the longerbarvel (20 inches, free
floated and glass bedded at the recoil
lug and rear of receiver) and the
satin-finished walnut stock.

The Browning’s bolt has a 60-de-
gree throw, and its bolt utilizes a
non-rotating bolt sleeve that runs
the entire length of the bolt. When
umlocked, three guide ribs on the
bolt sleeve align with the three
locking lugs to allow the bolt to
slide sinoothly. The A-Boli fed very
simoothly, in our vicw.

The chrorme-plated Wigger scar of
fered a crisp trigger pull that's screw
adjustable. Our trigger broke at a
range of weights from a low of 3.7
pounds to 1.75 pounds, for an aver-
age of 3.75 pounds, slightly lower
than the factory’s claimed 1 pounds.
The safety was a top-tang, thumb-op-
erated umit, which we easily actuated
with the thumb of the shooting hand.
The hinged floorplate with detach-
able box magazine makes it simple
and fast to load a spare magazine.
The gun holds Lhree in magazine,
one in chanber. The receiver was
drilled and Lapped lor the inslallalion
of scape mounts, and the forcarm
included Michacls post-type swivel
studs, but no swivels.

The stock’s [P was a near-stan-
dard 13.3 inches, with a drop at. th
comb of (.6 inch. Overall, the g
measured 11.5 inches in length.and
weighed 6.25 pounds unload

laid alongside the Frontiex
lighter and had betfer ove
listie performance, recor
highest velocities acrossthe b

expensive gunin the tE‘bt'
when real dollars wege.

cro Hunter

for $650 an:

BROWNING A-BOLT I

The second of three wi
accuracy with all tes
handled

LN N RN

sfrom getting dinged. Another
‘plus was the gun’s adjustable
trigger. It obviously worked fine
f the box, but if we owned
un, we might dial it down to
3.5 pounds.

There are subtie differences in
the way these guns handled, but
one noticeable one was the radius
an the Browning’'s grip. It had a
more downward turn (arrow) than
the Ruger, and offered a bhetter
grip surface because of that angle
and the wood checkering.

D LonGT, CAPRITY e e oo e oo 3= TOUNDS
Bapart Lewsrd Actioy Materal Buuen Stee.
SRHT Recis TN TE o o o e o Bar
et HagH imyf'sg Bawml ... s o BLIED STEZ/T 1CRA
Lrngri o= Pun Magaz e Tver . HING DFamR F 3
D=or @ Cowve Ste Sath Frus-r Wa nm

D=oF @ Hr= Trigzr= Pun WricHr 375 K
S ‘3IN‘ AnRRaNTY e NOVEWATEN
07, TELEPHONE . 1901)6876-2711

AWEBSITE OR SMAIL . o o

43 WIN

howed consistent
d, felt slim, and

NS coitiiscavcsnesnas
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CVERALL LTI s e v e o 383 B SAPAOTY s e L1 Ro.wDE
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apart, and center to center, th
group measures only 0.629 inc

REMINGTON 700 SPS YOUTH
.243 WIN. NO. 27475, $520
@ GUN THSTS HECHHWMEVDS: BESY RV @

ssssansssssssssan SPECIFICATIONS ...

6.7518s.

Here’s a representative sampling
of how the SPS Youth shot. The
oulside edges are 0.872 inch

This puts this hargain-price
on par with some of the bés
tactical rifles we've tested.

es,

cost $617, all without sal axes.

the Ruger.
The stock’s LOI' w.

inches. This alloweg
fuller faces to see it
litile more casily than o
cro. Overall, the
inches in lengtk
pounds unloa

It algo shot like atactical gun with
Federal’s 85-grain bullets, with 0.52-
h groups, slightly better than the
sning and Ruger. It apparently
didn’tlike the heavier bullets as well,
bul boltom line, it shot everything
we fed il inlo sub-1-ineh groups.
We'll have Lo chieck the archives,
but we couldn't recall having three
guns shoot all sub-MOA in any test,
inclading vastly more expensive tac
tical rifles.

Each Model 700 SPS is fit with a
newly designed, more ergonomie
synthetic stock featuring the R3
recoil pad. This very soft pad put
the other two guns to shame, and it

with a dvop at the

All exterior metalwork featured a

hinged foor plute magazine and

Hifference in shooter

mount base in front and
1 36M rear base. Bases and
added about $30 to the gun's
t'The carbon-steel barrel came
without sights, and the receiver was
drilled and tapped for scope moumts.

alle blued linish. The gun had a

swivel studs,

The gun's barrel wasn't free floated
like the Browning's, and of course
its cosmetics weren't up to the level
of the other guns.

The trigger sear broke at a. range
of weights from alow of 4.25 poimds
to 4.5 pounds, with an average of
4.3 pounds. The safety was a top-
right-tang, thumb-operated push-
lever, which we could reach with
the thumb of the shooting hand,
though it forced our grip on the gun
Lo change somewhal.

i Gan Tests Recommends

veve7ctr Ruger M77 Fronticr
Rifle .243 M77FRBBZ MKII, No.
17882, $800. Our Pick. If moncy
were no object, we would not. hesi-
tate to buy this fast-handling, acewr
rate rifle. We liked some aspects of
its forward-mount concept enough
to pick it over the Micro.

T¢7iiy Browning A-Bolt Micro
Hunter .243 Win. No. 035020211,
$684. Buy It. Slightly more expen
give than the Frontier, this is still
an excellent shooter. If traditional
cosmetics are important to you, then
choose it ahead of the Frontier.

“ P tr vy Remingtlon 700 SPS
Youth .243 Win. No. 27475, $520.
Best Buy, The lileral dark horse in
this test, the SPS Youth doesn't dwarf
the Frontier. It outshot each of the
other guns with one ammunition.
We now see why our sheep-hunting
friend liked his so much: Despite its
name, the SPS Youth is a great-shoot-
ing gun that's easy to carry. We think
it's a bargain for nearly any shooter,
youth or adult. GT
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