4,{ By Jen Sundra

% Mo other gun is mare
priquely American than

SIS the bevet action, yet when
GEBUUIET «ou get oght down to @
i a strongs: only oac stamped “Made in
.{ﬂ.ﬂgt"’g%% USAS qualifies as a veal

P

gl hizh-intensity, high-velocity
KB centerfive— Savage's Model 99
sl Now in its 86th year of producton
&3 this brainchild of Arthyr Savage is
% -still poing as sirong as ever. Though two
of the 9¥'s contemporarizs—the Winches-
% 1zr Model 94 and the Marlin 336—are al-
s lever guns and enjov a similar degree
of popularity. nay. venerativa, they are
| rot capable of handling “high imensity”
v unds ke the 243, 308 and 338 Win-
arester and, new for 8L the 7 ;m-08
Remington, ’
Adding this aewest 28 caliber from
Bridgeport was a natural for Savage, just
as the 243, 308 aad 358 were natdrsls
=4 since all are based on the same short 7.62
WATO case that is-about as loaz as can
¥ he sccommodated by the 99 action. For
almost two decsdes the 99 wias given
arong competition by Winchester's Mod-
4 i 88, 2 thoroughly modem. rotary baoit
shori-stroke tever gun that was iniro-
§ duced in 1958 and discontinusd in ‘73,
¥ While the 88 sold fairly well. it didn't
by have the charisma that the old %9 had. de-
spite the fact it wag a more up-1o-date de-
f- sign. more atractive. and was available in
ientical chamberings,

For quiie some time now the anly oth-
£ gon competing with the 99 in the high-
performance fever-action market has
aeen Browning's BLR, a Japancese-made
e number posely fashinned in the wadi-
by Uonal Marlin/Winchester genre, The
7% BLRS a fine gun with 3n exceptionaily
BECTECER smooth, rack-and-pision bolt system and

el ? detachable box magarine, but S some-
what unonhodox appearance does not
i endear W to the traditionalists. Caliber-
TG wise the Browsing has slways offered the

same chamberings as the 990 243, 308,
and 338 Winchester. Sueely the 7 mym-08
% i the cards for the near fuwre.

With the minor exception of the
Brawning, then, the perennial Savage 99
has the high-peeformance lever-action
market prevty mueh alt o jsell, With the
adddion of the 7 mm-03 1 expect w sec
L e besnme the best-selling charbering

imsag the faur calibers offered. Thoupgh
e term “plains afle™ doesn't conjure g
Alevergan, the 52 in 7 mm-08 would cer-
aly quahfy oa bathstic performance, if
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For 81 the new 7 mom chamberng will
be availtable only in the 99-C. the detach-
able box magazine version which is the
most gussied-up of the three ¥9s currendy
affered. The other twes the 99-A and 99-
E. both have Savage's famous rotary
magazine. The most traditsonal-lonking i

the Asmodel, which Teatures the old.

stender forearm with Schnabel tp 2nd 2
straight-gnip stack. in addition o the 243
and’ 38 chamberings that are availabie
i all three models. the A-medel can also
e had in 250 Ssvage and 375 Winches-
ter. The 99-E, the economy version of the
€, is offered in 300 Savage. Why anyone
would chose 2 300 Savage over a 308 s
bevond me. Pethaps nosialgia?

Somie other potewonhv soodies from

Savage for ‘Bl are the Fox Modet FB-1

deluxe-grade 22 sponer and, of course,
the new Fox FA-1 and FP-1..a brother-
sster act of gasoperated and pump-ac-
tion sholguns. respectively.

Apparealy, after offering deluxe grade
235 by Anschur for many years. Savage
has dacided 1o offer one of their own in
the FB-1. Reviving the Fox tredemark to
indicate Savage's 1op-of-the-line, the
FB-1 is 2 handsome bolt-zction sporier
very similar in line 10 the Anschutz 34 ex-
cept for lacking the Schaabel fors-endion
the Fox they weat with the squarish. re-
versed-angle rosewood up with white
spacer o o Weathechy.

Other fedtures which make the FB-1 2
distinctive .22 are the selent-prade walnut
stock. cut checkering. @ Wundhammer-
swell grip and rollover checkpues. I'm
glad to see that pains were taken (o mzke
the five-shot dewachable magazine (ush
with the belly of the stock 1 release but-
ton is reoessed in the righy side, The FB-4
is a handsomc afie the deluxe status of
which is indicated hy s 3270 pace g

S35 i3ken o while but Savagc_gow has
a gas-operated semi-auto 12 gavee in the
farm of is FA-1 and 3 companma pump
action 1o the FP-1 Wi the bewng the
first wear of avatlsbdity for cuher pun.

tdos sbomioma if ARV ar Barrel eawrhc And
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. shambers is limited. Both puns will be
_available only in 28 aad 30-inch veatrib
barrels choked Modificd or Full. The
purmp will handle sither 2% or threesdpely
magnums while the semi-auto digesis 1%-
BOLT SAFETIES

For & long time now I've been on sec-
ord as being opposzd (o two-positisa
safetics which lock the bolt handle, Try
as | may, | just can™t come up with a oo~
gent reason for such 3 feawre~one that
would autweigh the safetv considerations,

Ctse I've Geen abte—wy”
come up withwand one which was
brought 1o my atiention by a reader o 0o
uncertain terms recently—is that a bol-
tock safety preciudes the aecidental open-
ing or partial opening of the action if the
gun is siung and you're going through
heavy brush.

il buy that. The aforementioned cir-
cumstance is the one defense for the bolt
lock safety. Another, z2ad one closelv akin
1o the priceding scenano. is the one of
the ‘bolt being parually raised by some
timb or vinz.  unnoticed by the shooter
when he unslings his nfle for a shot. that
partialty raised handle will cushion the
hiow of the firing pin to some degree—
sornctimes enough 0 cause a misfice. de~
pending on how {ar the handle s up.

© Under some eircumstances, ifien. 3 par-
tiz} or fully-apened bolt cauld be respon-
stble for missed game. But that's aff that
czn be lost: nothing mate 15 a1 stake.

1t sezms w0 me that whenever there ex-
sts that siim. possibility that your bolt
handle could be raised accidentally.
you're doing someihing vou shouidn’t be
deing in the first pjace: negotiating hesvy
brush with your rifle slung insiead of i
your hand. Even when threading my way
through moderately thick cover { find 1
must baad-carry in order © thread both
wysell and my rifle through the limbs
and branches with 3 minimum of goisc
and physical effort

So in spite of the fact that there is-
something 0 be said for the bolelock
feature, it twrns ot o be ruore academic
than real, What we gain in terms of safety
fz¢ outweighs what ate surely minor ob-
jections indeed to a siechanism which al-
bows the action to be worked with the
safety engaged, Afier all, at what times
do we most want a gua on "Safe™? When
closing the action on.a hive round or €x-
tracting same, right? And wub =2
rwao-posiiion bolt-lock safety like those
fovad on the Remingion 700 and 788 the:
Saka, and the Ruger 7710 name buc four.}
you can’t. You must disengage the safety
(to chamber o exteact 2 rouad: I wiress
“iwe-pasitinn ™ because rifles tike the
Winchester Model 7 have three-position
safeties: whereby an mntermediaty set0ng
engages the safete but nos the haade.

Personally. § think s just 3 mauer 27
time before wo see 3l pwepasition £ 40
nes changed to where thoy will altnw s
Sepnn W e apened P
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