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FROTECTIT

COVER 1T FOR
FALL & WINTER HEAVY DuTY
TRUCK/BOAT/ALL PURPOSE

TARPAULINS
12x16 823 26x40 $849
16x20  $3% 26x55  $115
2020 538 30x6¢ %145
18x24  $3B 50x100 3390
189x32  $50 S0x120  $547
20%x30 85G 50x150 5562

Brfore Midnight JJan. 30

Viking ind. will send finy ot the above s tare
pauling 1o any reader ot thia putiication who
TRadls and reapoMds 1o thiz test batorn midnight

§ e 30, Esch tsrpaultn Lot (#1-18, PYO) I8 con<

structed ot high denulty Iabeit (with virgin grode
ingredienis, supplied by Guit D1 Ca., Dow Chemn
boal Co., andd Unlows O Co.} with mplon rebdorced
rope hems, doubiby ek stiched hemy, elece
ronicaily wolded sesms, 1006 water praof,
F4{H" e} metal grommets set on 3 L caiiters
with: telntoresd trisnquisr commer patches anet
are recommended for all heavy duty ues, 2l
yachis and satlbaste, mnd sl bulk or pailed riding
materials, snd will e socompanied with a LIFE-
TIME guaranies that it must pertomm 100% o7 it
will be replaced trew. Add 37 handling & crting
lor each tarp ordered Viking fod paye ail ship~
ping. Shoutd you wish 1o returm your tarpauline
you may do go far 2 hill refund. Any Ietter post-
marked jater than Jan, 30, will be returned, LiM-~
1T Flity {50} tarps per address, Ao exceptions.
Send 3ppropriale wum together with your name

G0438, or for fasteat servins fram any part of the
country tail collect, betore midnight 7 days a
wemk {21J] 462-1814 {Ask Exchange Dperator
tar) TARP TEST & 328K, have credif cand ready,

& address to: Targ Test Depl. £ 928%, Viking 1nd, |
€312 Sants Monics Bivd., Los Angeles, CA |

JORDAN HOLSTER
WITH PICTURE &

Holater — Pain, biack,
# 200 67 barrets oty ot

o gt for Cols, Risger

of B & W reeohrers.

A el - 539.50

& bacret — $4350

Flwer Batt — Plain, tilack,
fully fhved, 247 wigih, nlckst buckse.
{5end axiusl walsl size ) $37.75

B Jordan's pleture and autograph
are festured on the back
ol this new holgter,

PO. Box 351
w  Miami, OK 74354

St
s S

Purage paed;

[ 24hahoma residents 2dd 1% Send $2.00 toc rotaing,

By Jon Sundra

W Surely everyonz knows

by now that the legendary
Winchester Repeating
Arms Company no longer
txists as such. A couple of
years ago the parent compa~
ny, Olia Chemical, sold the
domestic gunmaking facility in
New Haven to a grosp of private in.
vestors, mostly ex-Winchester man-
agement people, who now run the show as
the U.S. Repeating Arms Company,

The ammunition division, which was al-
ways the more profitable of the twe, was
resatned by Olin, as well as the internation-
al division which imparted the Japanese-
made O/ and S/S shotpuns beaning the
Winchester name. .

For the past 20 months then, all U5~
made Winchesters have been she product
of the U.5. Repeating Arms Company, the
exclusive licensee of the Winchester name.
For the miost part, the Winchester line for
1983 i3 much the same as it was before the
changeover, siill being produced by the
same people in the same factory. There are,
however, some important changes that
have been made which should interest ev-
eryone who has s fascination with this
American legend and the desire to see i
once again occupy that position whers
“Ii's a Winchester”™ means everything it
used Lo mean.

Now it would be easy for me to sit here
with the typical 20:20 hindsight we ali pos-
sess and speculate an the things the old
Winchester organization did wrong since
those dark days of 1964, but thay would
3erve no purpose. Suffice it to say that too
many non-gus people were involved in the
design, mannfaeturs aad ruarketing of
Winchester guns during those years and
the end results were nat up to sqandards
the company had established for its progd-
#cls aver the previous century,

Whist mos critics lke to forget is that it
didn’t take long for Winchester to realize
their mistakes and do their damndest 1o
correct ‘e, In that fate ‘60 and eacly "70s
period, maay spgrading progranys were
undertaken with the Model 70, 94, 1200
and 1403 shotguns, to name a few. They al-
30 breupht out the 3422, one of the finest
production fircarms ever made. The same
<an be said of the -fated Model One pas-
operated shotpun.

Bespite Winchester’s earnest riforts,
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American hunters and shooters are decid-
edly unforgiving, especially when they fect
they've been betrayed. Vindictive is not toa
strong a word 0 deseribe how many of
them greeted the post- 1964 puns. To their
eyes, their beloved Model 12 and Model 70
were np- mare, and pretenders aspired to
the throne. .

To make a long story short, Winchester

had a tough selling job over the next 15
years, and, when covgled with severe labor
problems at the plant, it became less of &
plum for Olin.
" Anyway, curious 0 see firsthand the
Mew Haven factory sinve the USRAC
takeaver, I visited the plant for the first
time since the mid-70s this past Octaber
and spent some tme with the new manage-~
ment leam—President Hugh Fletcher,
along with Dick Pelion, Charlie Rliodes
and Bob Morrison. 1 sensed a much differ-
ent attitude there, not onfy among manage-
ment people; but the union peaple as weif.
There was a spirit of cooperation and genu-
ine enthusiasm zvident, an enthusiasm for
making the best Winchester possible.

Toward that end, a quier o pgrading pro-

“grany is underway which will ultivasitely af-

fect every moded in the lise, Panot tatking
about seperficial cosmietic changes like a
new stock finish, 2 different pistol BTip cap
af a new front sight hood; | mican the small
yet substantive changes and sttention 1o
detail which make a rifte or shatgun sppeat
to those who kaow and undersiand fipe-
arms. Take the Model 70, Tor exumple, the
fiest Winchester 10 be subjecied to this qui-
« upgrading program.

Chiel’ design engincer, Ed Vartanian,
showed me the subtle mechanical changes
angd pew productivn procedures being
implemented that should make the Model
70 one of the smoos hest operating and ace
curste out-af-the-boas production vifles
avarluble anywhere at any “proce. Toles-
ances ate bemng held extremely tight
throughout production. The inletting s
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acuom; are glass bedded (though it is not
actually fiberglass they're using). Extreme
pating are now taken to be sure that cham-
bers are sbsolutely soncentric with the
bote, that the throating and leade are uni-
farm from rifle 1o nifle, that the bolt face
is dead square with the bore, and that both
tocking lugs are making full comact. The
{eed rails ‘have been redesigaed to provide
z mare contralled, positive feeding, plus a
fot of other Hitle Improvemeants.

“We are absolutely committed to restor-
ing the Modef 70, says Bob Marrison, the
production planning manager, “as well as
every gun bearing the Winchester name, (o
the exalted positions they once held” Ina
very forthright manaer Bob conceded that
you can’t fool the gun-buying public. “The
anly way we can achieve that goal is to
make guns that deserve that esteem.”™

Like 1 said, there's a new attitude at
Winchester. And there are gun people sun-
ning it again. Surely that bodes well for alt
of ug Winchester faas
TWO-POSITION SAFETIES>

TS 1 Ve
with two-pasition safeties should not lock
the action when engaged. It's always been
my contention that the time when you
need a safety mast i when you're cycling
a live round into the chamber or taking a
round out. '

The only rationate T've ever hieurd used
io-defead the boli-lock safety is that with-
out it the handle could get cavght on brush
and thus partialiy or Tully open the action.
If a hunter were unaware of the condition
and were suddenly confranted by game, a
partially raised bolt handle may or may aot
allow the gun {0 fire. And, i the action has
been fully opened, yvou'd have to reload.

Mow | muintain thar such ncidents are
extremely rare; after all, who goes through

thick trush with their musket stung? |

That's like Stan Laurel trying (o get a sii-

foot tadder through a three-foot-wide door, |
sidewnys. When I'm going through thick |
swiff, I'm holding my rifle in hand at my |

side and pointing it straight ahead. And so
docs everyone else I've husted with.

« In the highly unlikely event of a partially
fifted bolt, all that's at stake is perhaps a
missed opportunity at game. Whea com-
paced to the slicrmative safety considera-

tions, the missed-game argurent barely

_merits mention.

Aayway, [ was fizppy o learn recently
thai Remington has finally come over o
my way of thinking. As of June of last
yegr, the two-position, holt-jocking salety
that has been traditional on the Eemington
T00 for the past 20 years has been modified

" 1o atlow the action wo bz operated with the

safety engaged. T must add, however, that
1 feel this unpublicized change of specs is

Laaterim move on the part of the Rem-
weion, and that o the near future we'l see
4 vomplete redesigring of the five-control
assermbly in the formy of 4 three-position
safery g iz the Model 70 Wikehidster, or a

~ Beacpasingn ene with @ segarate bolt-
. locking feature like on (e Colt Sayer. $

advocating that rifles

|
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i QH sforfed in 1976, when
404+ brought a newkind of
anti-knock chemistry 1o the
petformance feld. Today's
404+ still is the only product
of ts kind. Test it yourseli—
against anything.
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Give yourself the POWER ADVANTAGE ™ ;:.mth 104+

Oroar Direct ~REGULAR J04+~-58 00 per 12 ox can—SUPER 104+4$40.50 per ¥4 ox. can
GOTANE BOOST CORP. ~ Box 271148 Depl. GA-83 « Dallas TX 75227

DOMTY MISS & SIRGLE IS5UE OF GUNS & AMMO
Let us KAOw your new address nght away. ASACH ab o mading 1abes in the spaca

B provided 30 SOM yOUE P AUTES wihers inticated.
j GUESTION ABCUY YOUR SUSBSCRIRTIAN?

When you write, De sUse 15 ncluge 3 LaDek i Welfs US Serve you g promatty.
TO SUSSCRIBE OR EXTEND YOUR SUBSCHIPTION-

Check 1he appropaale boxes Leiaw:

O New sutiscnption. Please aiow -8 wesks b youi fost o0y b3 be mailed.

{3 Renewat subsonptian. Please cluds a current anaress lapel & irsuie prompt
SN DIOTe @ et

3 t-year 311 84 Fros catg bivnien 3o We 3 S A a3ng s Possesswoas. 0 Payment
encipres or {3 BU me.

AL TEL: GUNS A SMMD

ATZS Bunnes Oivd, P.0. Box J2UZL, Low Angelex, CX 90028
Name _

Address

City

R TI ¥- -

PO A + SO

T iwha PPEOW % SLRers

1l tabel 11 nof handy, peot (R0 acdress n 100 spaced
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