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The Model 721 Center Fire Bolt Action RU le waa introduced 1n 
1948 alon; with a companion veraion Medel 12%; the firat ef 11 11uu1 of 
peat war model.a. Fri.Or to th.11 Um111 RemJnqton l'llld never enjoyed a al.qni!icant 
share of the 111arlu11t for the center Ura bolt ac:uon rlfl111. W1th new faeturea 
1nclud1n11 the Rworld's 111troft;e11t rlfle action" and at a eompaUUwly lower 
pr1et'l than th111 Wlneheat« Modfll 70, the oc:cas;tance wu 110 qood that withln 
an inwnl of unral yen the total ui.s had 1urpa1.11ed th• combinod records 
of all pnaV1ow bmlnoton bolt aet1cn canter Un rifl111111. 'l'h• c1.1mulative u1lee 
for theae modol111 hawi nCPH approaeh@d the h.1111 million made. Hcwevw, from 
a peak cf 63,489 in the yeu 1951 the volume W'• dim.U\.111h~ oradudly and 
continually to low points in 1960 and 1961. 

- '>- The M.rllilr h19h ulu volum111 wea of course irinuoncecl by a seller' a 
marlt111t followln9 ww-a. Sevval yia.ua lat.or we hrou9ht out th11 Model 160 SUdo 
Ac:t10n Rlll8 and the Autoloadini ModoL 740. wh.ioh toq111ther with ouu1d111 
eom~4JltJti011, both toral.(11l Gd domoatlo, cortlUnly Wluan09d the downward trend 
for tho M/721 ~. \ 
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In .January 1955 the SalH Department racommandecl that diaY111lop­
m•nt work bn •tarted for a ruiw mcdGll! t.o •upgndtt• the M/7:U•722 UM. 1'tul 
11pec!f.tcat1oiu and featurea were auppUed by Sahu (Operattona Commlttff 
Minute No. 1 - 1955), In euence an attempt wu macle to maich tho 
WlnchHter Model 70 IWle and tha new item wa11 desiqneted u Model ns. 
Oetaib of d111181gn Wllll'l!I dictated r11.ther cloHly by SaLlll• and thar111 was a third 
year volume !orecut of 12,200 rUlu. At the t.1m111 M .H. Walker, tho orlqtrwl 
de1111gner for thli# M/741, weu not &;;oi..lab.l.i. %oa purUcipMltm ~~wn o! 
pr1ority commltma!Wll on the 11tud driwr Pf09l'&m. 

The Model 725 faJ.ad to mut th1111 d111111red 1ales abjectiv11111 by 
a con.11idmrable marqtn. and at the uame tlnu11 th• M/721 and 7ZZ Hlee 
continu&d to dlmin1ah. It wu 1ub11eq'J9ntly helc:f by m~y that intl'Oduclliln 
of thia third boit ection modal number tended to coni\.!N cuatc:1111w11. 

Df;SCRIP1ION Of IMPROVEM&lfl · 

In 1958 Walkor undQ1ook D rueareh study aimltd at r111covctrlnq 
the aalu potiUon for O\ll' cantm f1ra belt actl.gn Una • Thia included an 
11naly1111111 of ahJpmanta in various c:alil>Ma, qrada111, etc •• and review of the 
ialc.ment11 of coat. Ha firat proposed a "f8ce-llftlnq" by way of dea!qrung 
an improved aport&ir stock togethec with uvMlll minor qu.allty chanqH, and 
at the aamo time to red\ICG &he tot.Ill nwn.bw of Jta11u11.ln the line by d1acontinulng 
thoh having iuignillcant volumea, 

At that Ume tho number of ealil:ler111 had tncrea11ed to al:lom a 
dozen. 'Ito Opemucu Committu (Minute No. l: .. 1959) approved tJWI work 
and continued P48fiod1cal reviews. The sway led to ree»mmendatloM from 
Walke.r tha1 the 111oopo of c:hanqH be ii1X't4nded uiwards 11n entirely MW model 

. Uqht wo1qht -wbiM typ4-iitLii, -biit r8ti.w:nq-tlie-liiifo llcrilonlsotuna or the 
M/721 aetton. As llldlc:<11tecl 1n Operattou Comm1ttu M1nuta No, 3 .. 1959, 
thara was opposition to thia plan b@cauae of c:oas.lble advaru affG1ct to the 
M/725 ~·· 'IMs polilition was reaffirmed 1n Minute No. 4 - 1959. 

HoWoW4', •M!Jt1111" wa11 not 1111U11ly dl1.1couro111:1ed, and 1n September 
1959 dJap~ e MmPJG of a r@dfU!~ "Sportu" rUle, whteh b@eama the 
prototypo fw the aubul!tqW!lnt Modol 700. But; the followinQ Nov4!1mbor R&D 
waa reql.l@sc.d to dofw thi£I !te.m Mtil Fctbru&ry of 1960 in effort to n1d\.IC4il 
tMI accuwulated wu1thcuu inventory for the Model 725. 

1n A1J'J\13t of 1960 Wallt0r proposoo Ill MW Mod111l 723 havtnq th111 
following apoci11eations: 
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1. Swapt•bllck Bolt 
ft I fH1' •lull*i bnll 
b. StrMtnliMd handle 

3. Change G\w'd 11hap0 
a. Move bow baclc 
b. Straamllmt (Weatherby and llrownJ.n9) 

5. Improved Stoclc. 
a. New grip ahaJ>@ 
1:1. Comb cuu 
e. Chuk ·Piece with Monto carlo 
d. Grip Cap with Whibit lino 
ID. fCl'e-nd Up with Whlta ilM 

6. tmpro'ltOO Receiver shape 
a, Ci.at away taQIJ u en Spri1\f;ifield 
b. Nmw Bolt Plug - ~oor and with 11afaty 

9. Sc:ope r11le with.out ai~hlll: 111.U wlth 11cope 1111 order&d, 

10, Grip blut top of Ra~lvv. 
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l'hGI 11bova r111G w1ui· rac:aiiv.d favwably by Sale.a e.v .lndic:atad 
by ecpy of lettar W.H. Feater to J.D. Mit<:h.U doted 9/2&/iO, and a1W' 
£urttuu- collAboration between R&O oDd Sale11, agreamant wua r.ac:hed on 
miner d111111iqn detall11, and a development proJeet wa111 Wtiatad. Howavar, 
sol.ea volume fanca1111ta wore relauvely .low and lurth11r per11ua11Jon waa 
reqllired by WalJ!:er t0 obtaLn the nu~ll<I 11uµpon to 1uat1fy •xpenditwH, 
Ihia wu Unall; :~:olv~ and de~l,,pmant co01plet6d, with the new rtlle 
being introduced to th• tr11de early ln 1962. 

Con11umm nc:captance Wllll excellent~•• a r•11ult the f.tr11t 
year aalu exceeded 40,0ClO, which Wall filr ebQvu Wncllat ond reqllinld 
that Pl'Odm:ticn opecationa be run cm an oVGrttm111 tmaia ln efion: to fill the 
order•• A number of montl\11 a;o we ukad Salem RHe&rch to detemlM tor 
wi the facsczr1 rHPQIUl1ble for the uniuual 11ueceu of thh model in. light 
of lh• earlllDJ' more eon111111rvnt1wi f.orec:1ut. Howevor, J. J. Cal.1.ahan advis@d 
that lt WH too euly to ruch any de!Wt111 conclu111cn.a but thoi.aqht the rHult 
of the eombwucn of 9ood deoiqn and promot10n. It 111 our corulderod 
opinion that the comb.lt!aU011 of daui19n lmpiovemenh with lh• now custom 
c:heclcering provide 11 qW1Uty etalldard for tb1111 Model ?00 which raaulta 1n a 
dot1n.lte oomp•ttttw advantage. 

CAf&Y1ATION or §AV!NG8 

(To be 11 llPPllad) 

RECOMMENDED PERCENTAGE 
Qtl WttICJj AWAJII) IS WEP 

ln@pul.ly - J 

CeM1d4mlible &kill Md re.111ourc:e1u.1Mau war• nqul.rtxl ln 
1.1til1:.1n9 the l:lll11t.a M/721·722 &CUolUI H 1M1edoo w avoid ucaulve naw 
tool!nq 00111t Q.%ld at tho ealMI tims coin111 up with a pl.masing new design tt> 
gain the de,l.rild cibJectivn, Wo~ waa in c:h13t9111 ol aU of th.a de11Jgn, 
model mak1nCI and ten work, Elnc1 pm'lided. tho reql.!ir®d let:tderah.lp .In 
prollm.tnmy procnainq and toollnq. Na involved going back into many of 
the l:asic: opsntiono, 1ncl.udmq ~ atock and rl!ICOlvur. H• <lemonstratad a 
high dl!t9Tn of doalgn and en;lnoerin;lll!llTUlliveMU 1.11 oo~tlon with 
practical e~nc:a 1n dewlopinq thm Mod111J. 700 Rmo. 
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AltrtMH - % 

Walltw wu !1ut t.o nquorat iin opportunity to d•velop 
lrnprovament.111 for tha canter Ura bolt aauon Une, 11Dd foruaw means of 
re<;iein.lng OW' tales petition ualnq an approach !or a Ur;iht wef9ht c:arbtne 
type • porter. 

Throur.ihout tho Modal 700 development Pto'Jfam Wal.il:ar 
encountered CQnflicting opinion• regarding the aceaptzs.bla d&1dqn eharac­
twlatica, and alao ea rraQarda to the ex;iactod 114lcu1 volwnoa nffded to 
JuaUfy the project. However, he wa111 not d1111cc1.1n1g4lld and oont!nued to 

ruubmit propo1ah1 1 finally co11v1nc:1.nq 8818• and Manaqomeru u to tha 
potential customer acceptance of h1JI id~u, 

ORIGINAL SUGGESTION' 
ar ANl1 
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