i he varmint buncer. 0 ie o says more {orivnaie than
his faliow Mimreads whe go cut for biz game. He can usu-
ully hunt nezr hume in any season and without limit on his
bng: and some farmerz, bederiled by crows. wondchucks
anct wch, will xllow the varminter to shoot in their felds.

Rug while an okl .30-30 may stili bring home the venison.
the »arminter needs 1 Inng-range precision rifle. ft will nor-
mally 5¢'a rifle chambered Ine 2 cartridge with a rather
agavy pewder charge zrd a comparatively fight bullet of
Wl diametzr. That combination results in a flat trajectory
aned Jongr e range up o about 400 vards for snme
. and n a buller that tends to disintegrate when
- nhstacle. rather than ricochet danzernusly.

Varmitg canters hav: used many calibers, from the liule
7 ofeng Rifle u.ihe 0 Arothe lnower extreme. vou
shortvange cartridze with a slow-mowving. high-tra.
jeetory

it hits

that riecelet- zasily—net suitable or safe

Wi s At the other =xtreme. vou have a big-

2 2 ge. that has 2 largz-diametzr tulizt with tno
s trajectory far arcnrazw over long runge. plus a Il
=aeit and s report icad enough to make vour =zars ring

a0 startle somenne takeri unawares. In between is any-
man’s fend. The verarable .22 Hornet is on the small side
Le tedav’s standards @nd zeems to have lost much nf its
wopethasity And the famed 220 Swift. which delivered
migier velority and Matter trajectory than any commercial
cartridge before or since, proved to have drawbacks, (]t
was extremely loud. some claimed it tended to wear cut
werele vagidiv. and its relatively iight bullet was too easily
Aafected £y tha wind. amorg other things.)

: popuinr rarmint-hunting cartridges to-
d=v are ‘he . Remington ami the 22250 Remington.
The 222 Lus ar efieciive wange of up te about 300 yards
and a petstively oBld crport; tie .22-250 has a maximum

¥ il
canong Tty

"effective rhage of anout 400 yards, but a considerably

Ligzer bang. On the sdvice of our consultants. we decided
to Umit cus reperi largely fo rifles of those two calibers.
Twao other zalibers, th2 243 Finchester and the .244 Rem-
w1gton, have been widely nsed for varmint shooling in the
Hest Bat they're o hit heavy lor varmints smaller than the
covots ot fox. and a bil loud for use away from the wide

-opep spaces. .

We purchased.13 models in 11 major brands. Eight rifles
were. .22.250s and four were .222s (models available in
both caliberz were tested in .22.250). The other tested rifle,
the popﬁlar Winchester 70, was not avaifable in either ealj-
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ter ot the fime we purchased our tust modeis,; aithoupi it's
new being made in (22.230), Qur Winchester fired o 225
ealiber bullet. slightly shorter in runge than the (22-254)
All the models we tested are repenters, except lor the
top-rated Ruger. That unicue rille hay w dropping-block,
singic.shot action. You wpecnte it by pushing down a
hinged jever edending benesth the trigger puned,
The rifir versus the varmint

Abave alll the varmint rille mivst be eccurate. A bollet
that hits the 'arget a eouple of foches off your aiming.polnt
can still bring down a decr. byt it mny completely misd n

z t ;
prairie dog, crow or woadehs

k. To meet our consultags’
standard of accuracy for a rifle eften ralled upon. ln-]
small targets 2t leng distances o rille must he eapable of
greuping all its shots within g cirele of ahout one jnich
diameter at ' yards fone minute of angle, er MOAY.
We fvten each rifle with a high-quality, high-pewered teice-
seopic sight and. after o 5N ahot “hrenk-in,” fired groupsin{
five shots frum a rest. ‘
Wa tested all the rifles with enmmercial annnpnition o
checked most of thern with carefully hand-loaded ammuni-
tion a3 well As wonld be expected, the riflea fired with
bath types of amme proved morz consistently accurate whls
the hand-lnaderd type than with .the commercial produet.
The check-rated Tradewinds, for example, shot slightly omt-
side the MOA with commercial ammo, within the M?/’\
with hand-loaded ammo, R
Nine models were iudged consistently copable of MOA
asenraty v pe of ammunitiea. The TE&R wns
saly slightly outsid~ MOA Emit; the Suvag: 340 dnd
the similar Westers ©ield were zigrificantly further out.
We checkzd the: - w7 cases tor excessive axpansion, 'Afl
chesked oual satisfactoriiy, Indicabing tha! rases firedy in
these rifles could probakty be retor:ded up to nbout 20 er
30 times. ,
While finnng [or accuracy, we jodred the quaiity of ithe
trigger pull 2nd the smoothaess and rase of operatiod of
the bolt and the rezzating mechanism. ‘As & group, hur
varmint rifles exhibitec¢ %etter trigger nerformance than
most guns of other typez CU &ar tested in the past, That
is as it should be since a good trigger pull—Light pnd
without noliceable creep—contributes greatly to the|ac-
curacy a varminter must have. A pull of four or ve pounds
is about right A hearier pull may cost yon ir steadiness;
3 lighter pull risks accidental diszharg-.

(|
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Yiiu may have to adjust the trigger pull—or Have o gun-
smith do it—once you get the rifle, home. We tudged the
trigger pulls on rost of the lc:i[ud].rmus a little heavy aw
received, but the puoll woy adjustable’ on all buf the three
lowest-ranked models. Where o trigger ulufwc(l nmijcenblo
creep, it's mentioned in the Ratings.

The lightest trigger pull was on the Tradewiuds, which
has 2 double-set trigger. To set the front trigggr, the bue
that fires the rifle, you msust first pull the rear trijgger eather
hard (about seven pounds on our sumple}. Thyn the frent
trigaer responds to a pull that can sufely be sel very gt
indeed. Qurs waos sdjusted for less than u one-popind pull.

The five checkerated models were judged vepy good in
hatk trigger pull sod mechanical vperntion tseeftable, popge

15385 and, of course, they were jus

sistionfily capable
of meeting the minimum MOA criterion. al leastywith hand-
loared ammunition.

The sixth-ranked rifle, the Remiéngron 700, pxhibited a
potentially dongernus fuw as firsl tested, Thire wun so
little clearance hetween the trigger and the trijer poard
that when the trigger was pulled with the safetyl o fuome-
thing you or o friend might do when sighting down the
rifle ar trying it for fecl), the trigger sometimps Iniled to
return to its forward position. And with the tefgger in the
bark positinn, the rifle would fire without warn{og the next
time the safety was moved to the fire position. The molfune-
tion persisted for more than 1040 firings heforef the trigger
woie in and performed normally. An unwary luyer might
have caused a serinus accident by then.

Although we judged the deficiency more a saynple defuat
than a design shoricoming, we nevertheless dopnrated the
Remingtol 700 because ol it. We would ward dnyenc buy-

Special meds, special feotnres

|
test the safety i the store. T the trigger can b
the sulety on, muoke nure jU returne to ity ful
1 ition alter Y(IU pull i L
ove weight fin the Rutings to checkering any
other gripfitniproving devieey. Those qualities aflect no
only the ajjbearance of the rifle (an important motter 19
many purgasers) but also the eowe of holding nnd firing
Good, she (‘\f checkering helps you keep o firm pgrip; ¢
raised chedipicee helps you position your hend far a goo
sighting pillllure. The stotke of ull but live models (Rnger
Suvage 11
Field) ha
784 had
{rormed 1

ing a riflet
moved wil
furward pe

We nlpo

2, Remdugton 788, Savage 340 and Westerd,
pised checkpicees, and wll but the Remingrof
cekered grips and foreends. Cut eheckering
.uu(uul remoyval of wood} ,‘,;(:m:l‘u”y [)I'HV;!I(I
a hetler gil‘y thiwn-finpressed. chicekering: The Kuger 7 ed-
therly, Sua g;: Drowning, Tradewinds, BSA and 11 R -
cla had e checkering, The Winchesier, Savage 11X
Savage 34 and Western Freld had impressed eheckering,
thut we juflsed not eharp engnph o hielp your grip wooel.
The checkgling oo the Remington 700, thaugh impresse
did provig 'l enough ricjor to improve the grip.

v

The varfdint hunter may drive around a good deal by
tween shofl, looking Tor his game. So he shoukld he abh:
to unfood s rifle quickly, without working ench carteidy :
through thgtaction (s dungerons to corey o loaded gun i
a ear, nndauu”y illegal) . With eight of the tested repen

{

era you cgBld remove cortidpes cusily through o hinge

floor platciYY the hottom of e maguzine. Five models b

remavablefvx magazine. nlzo judpged sotislactory,
Rather fnn Jowt nrd unlond a megezine, many vermiit

: -
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VARMINT RIFLES continued

hunters peefer to load a single carteidge into the chamber,
sinee g missed varming seldom stays put foe a second shot
anyway. The single-shot Ruger, judged the smoothest.oper
ating model fested, was alsy judgerd themnst convenient for
Joasdinge a ingle rarteidge. ’

The Savage 3 1) and atmilar Western Field were the only
tested rilles that were sometimes difficult to Inad singly. The
tip of the carteidge vecasionally jammed against the rear
ol the Aring chamber.

The varminter zencrally peofers a bolt action 1o other
repeater actions. {ts strength, rigidity and eorrespondmyz
potentiaf foc acenracy recommend it Except {or the single-
shot Rugee. all the tested models have bolt actions. Anid
they are all drilled so that they can be Atted easily for
telescope sivhis, which are essential {or small targets at
. The Ratings also note five models that are
wipaipped with npen iron sights. But open sizhts are next to
useléss for varminls at ranges beynnd about 75 yvards,

il

Tong rang:

In the past, rifles made specifically far varmint shooting
typizally hael heavier barrels than other rifles: heavy barrels
presuntably contributed to the accuraey varmint shooting
demands. Among the tested models. only the Winchester 70,
Rentington 700 and Sako wers available with heavy barrels,
an extra-zost nplion on each of them. The heavier barrels
of thoee three did help in knlding the rifle steadv. But most
varminl hunters shoot prorz or from a rest: and our
regular-harre! cifles shot about as accurately from a rest a3
did the heavy-barrel guns.

The sportsman who displays his guns in a rack or on 2
wall will want a rifle that is a3 good in looks as in per
lsrmance. Some models are oflered in several “zrades,” ot
price lines that difier from each other chiefly in finish and

N

; - T !
Ty oprente the doubléser trizges on the Tradewinds, you hst
pull the rear teizger haed. That sets the feont trigger for o

Hehy ool As nn most soendels, tripper puall e

workmanship, Where o choice was offered, we hought the
lowest zrade. Some models. as the Tuble shows, were never.
theless judged high in quality of linish and werkomanship,

Choosing your varmiuoler

The five cheek-rated mndets are rated about equaliin
thase lactors that may spell the difference hetwesn o hit m
a miss. We rated the Ruger aml the Weatherby abhove {he
nther check.rated models becnuse of their exeellent ﬁnli.ﬂh
and workmanship. However. those madels nre priced epn-
siderably higher than the Sako ¥ixen and Browning .S'u/{rri
{whose finish and workmanship were judged nearly bus
gnnd) aned mnore than $100 higher than b Tradewinds,
the ather check-rated model. Kesp in mind, too, that )'uu
~an cul abnut 513 from the price of the Snko by buylng
it with a standard barrel. For a utilily or knockabout gun
with good accuracy, the Remington 744, listed al $84.95, or

CHARACTERISTICS AND SPECIFICATIONS OF VARMINT RIFLES

KET: E. Exceliant: VG, Vary Good; G, Good; F, Falr

Msthanlea)
eperatlan
ACTEFPTABLE—VYery Good
L#RUGER MUMAER ONE S25M vG
LAMEATHEREY VARMIMTMASTER DELUXE G
LA SAKO VINEM B 141 F vG
L BROWMING SAFARI 160709 VG
LA TRADEWINDS 607X vG
. ) ACCEPTABLE—Good
' HEMINGTON 700 BOL #5928 Gto-¥G
" BSA MOMARCH DELUME @ vG
o - WINCHESTER 70 VARMINT G
© .. SAVAGE N0 C G
- H & R 300°ULTRA F
, REMINGTON 738, #9738 c]
ACCEPTABLE—Fair
S5 BAVAGE 340 a
WARDS WESTERM FIELD Cat. Mo. 714 G

k] F‘_igi"u give capacity of magozine only; they do not inelude cariridge in chamber.
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1
-the Sevage 110C, at $127.50, would be goud buys. !
. i
4
!
!
|
Tilggar Finlsh and welght Magazina
pall w3thmanship {neareat ¥y 100} capacity )
Y& E B — ]
VG E 6% 3 i
¥G vG 7% 6 !
VG vG a 5 l
Y6 G-to-VG 6% 3 '
Ve 2] 8% 4
[+4 G-ta-vG 7 6
vG Fto-G 2 5
G Fto-G 8'% 4
¥G G-lo-VG T4 5
G FtoG 7% k)
4 F 7% ?
F F 7 [




The <tender, tipeeed batre) of the Wentherhy i constderbly v:mTAlrnnl to the rxtrnceost

s yseizht vgrmint harepl of gl emingiar 700, A Deavher horre
yini Tiold i ritte <readivn, ot iy <tmdned Diirreds s pe iin iy

RATINGS OF VARMINT R(

Listed in order of estimated overnll quulity hased o
pudgments. Closely vanked models within groups difl
Al models provide for mounting u telescopic 3ith
a bolt-action repeating mechanism, trigger-pull lltlj"
24tn. barrel of standurd weight, sling attachinents
preciable creep and u stork with raised cheekpicee o

nuate sharpness o provide o good grip. Unlesy
was tested in .22-250 culiber and was judged ¢

srpin e whaci fpisedy Tiom o vt

l'

mny ampetimes help {

FLES

feld testy i engineering
red [itthe in nw;rn”, ynafity,
Except as noted, such has

—————

istment, hinged: floor plate
fsingle lrl'gg(:r awith nooap-
i)lht:rwim: indicatind, vach
puble of MOA acroracy,

i() checkering judged of ade.
i

that is, of placing 5-shol groups within a L.in. circle

none has sighta. Prices are list; discounts may by

¢

ACCEPTABLE—Very Goad

G Except Jor finish and workmanship the Jollowing five
models were judged approximately equal in overall quality
isee table on facing page).

L7 RuGER HUMBER OME 3261 (Sturm, Riteer & Cn., Inc., Seuthport,
Conn.), 3280. Dropping-blnck, Jever-artign, single-shet, Barrel hength,
26 in. No raised cheekpiece. Arcording to the hanulacturer, model
available with 22-in. barrel, medium-weight nr fightweight, al same
price {not tested), ond in .222 roliber fnnt lr-suwl?. nt same price,

1A A TRERNT YARMINTMASTER DELUXE ( Wentherhy,iTne., Sontls Gate,
Calil.}, 3295, .

W!AXD YIXIN 2 141 F [Firearms Intednationg| Cory, Waoshington,
D.C.), 3206. 222 caliber. Trated with heavywiight harrel: asimiioc
morla) with standard barrel available at $192.5¢

{not tested],

1A 1mawins SATARI 180709 (Browning Arms Co. Margan, Utah},
320750, Also available in 222 rcaliber (hot l:sl%d),

L avewnns 5078 (Tradewinds, Incl, Tacora, Wash.), $169.50,
Barrel length, 23Y4 in. Fired with MOA nccuraey with hand-loaded
ammunition, but not with commercial dmmunition. Removahle hox
magazine. Only mndel tested with doub(z set trigger, judged an aid
to sccuracy (see story). Alse available 1n .222 caliher (not tested ).
ACCEPTABLE—~Good

REMINGTON 706 ADU £ 3328 (Remington JArma Co., Inc., Bridgeport,
Conn.}, $169.95. Tested with heavywejght barrel; similor model
with standard barrel availahle at $154.95) (nol tested}. Under certain
circumstances, it was possible to fite oir sample accidentally when
relemsing the safety {see story).

MIA HONARCH DELUXE (). L. Galel & Son, Inc, NYC), §149.95. .222
i .
!

i

J 100 yd, Except ns noted,

vailabie on some mudels.

ealiber. Bugr]

WIMCHESTER TUX YARMINT  Winehe der- Western, New Haven, Connl},
316095, Tenl) in 225 catiber berause not aveileble be 247 or
22.250 in tifd: for testing, Acesrding w the manwlacturer, hodel
now avellehlg iy 22,250 Tested with heavyweight barred; wimilar
maodel with sfhlacd horrel availoble ot 8149.95 (nm teatnd ). Cherk-
ering judgedBol madvipot: sharpnesa for good grip.

hnvul;é-;‘\rm‘n Div., Emhart Corp., Wesifickd, Muns.},
shle hox nngnzine, Slight trigger ereep. No[sling
f ruised cheekpicee, Cheekering judeed of inodefjonte
vod wrip.

SAVAGE 110
$127.50. R
nilochments
sharpness fo

*(Harcington & Richorduon, Ine., Worcester, Mu<u.},
Jth plightly Jeas thon MOA aceuracy. Barrel loupth,
sighia.

H&R 300 ULy
$205. Fired ;

#9735 (Rumington, Arms Co., Tnc.), $84.95 l(]uninv-
bzine. No uigger-poll odjustment, sling sttochmeins,
roised cheskpicce. Hos iron sighta
ACCEPTABLE—Falr

Ving two models were considerably less acchirate

1AvAce 140 B avoge Arms Div., Emhu}l qrn.). $73.50. .222 cyliber.

Removable ‘fbx mbgtzine. Slignt trigger creep. No trigggr-pull
adjustment, §4ng sttachmenta, or raiscd checkpicee. Has iron zghu.
Checkering Hidged inndequatr sharpness for good grip. pome-

when paded qingly.

. He. 714 (Montgomery Ward), $59.9 b]us
ilar to Savage 340, preceding, except {stock
Il vther cormments apply.
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