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SAFE GUN HANDLING
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It was reported to the Committee/tBat in 1975, due to'

what we learned from a quality audit opn /the\Mchawk G0C, Remington

\
instituted new inspection precedures fo¥ all\center fire bolt

action rif} i were designed to/ datch a gun capable of

being "tricked" into firing when the safety lever is released

from the "safe" position. "Tricked" in this conte . safety

lever placed in between “"safe®™ and "fire" positipns, trigger is

oved tg7the

procedures

then pulled, and the safety lever is subsequentl

\
“"fire" position and the gun discharges. The inspec

involve the following:
{1) A visual check for adegquate clearance between the| | M

L[
i

(2) Measurement of this clearance by use of a .005 shim[ |

.

sear and the connector.

§

|

L
{3} Attempting to trick the gun--three times in assembly, i

threo time. in gallerv and three times at final
inspection.
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\ r__IH—Eadition to the above inspection procedures, Remington
\ i

als Lchaageé~the trigger assembly for the Model 600 family of

\______'__P__x

guns by adopting;Mfdel 700 design features. Changes to the 600

included: E;

|
l. Goinglfrom a folded housing to an assembly consisting

of side late] held together by rivets and spacer
U — |

block.

2. Providing more %}ff:ﬁgifhe sear.

N

o= No such changes wez‘e/madn 1n\§he design of the Mcdel 700

because it already had thbss featur} d

/
Remington is conflaéhk\gg;ahée of the checks .instituted in
N

1975, that bolt action rifles made durin d after 1975 will

not trick. Since June 1378, 500 post-197 \M del 700's have been

returned to Ilion for repair for vario s qk: Starting in
June, Remin®

pade on e

§cted a quality a se returned guns

and none could b tricked.

During this same period (June 1978 to the pr

hundred pre-1975 Model 700's were returned to Ili
and it was found that two could be tricked (one b

insufficient clearance between sear and connector, -

because of a warped connector). Based on this sample, about

1% of the pre-1975 Model 700's in the field may be subject to f?
tricking. There are about 2,000,000 pre-1975 Remington guns i l__,,__J ¥
the field‘with the Model 700 trigger assembly. (By comparison, r—-_AT‘%
it‘is noted that the 1975 gquality audit indicated about 50% of \ LJ

the Model 600 fanily of guns in the field were susceptible to

st i e
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i
|
tric}ian+J
E% In addition to the above sample of 700's, 19 Model 700's
ha&gﬂgggg_;éturngé to Ilion in response to the Model 600 recall
with the comp1a4n+ that the gun will fire when the sgafety lever
is moved to thei"éire" position. Remington found that only one
of those guns c4u d be tricked, the cause being insufficient
clearance. Threk—othtr—guns did fire with the safety being
moved, but for reasons assqsi;;gd with owner alteration of the
product. In one instancgﬁ/an owner was about to return a gun
for accidental dlscharge(upon release of the safety; but just
before sending the gun, éh owner scovered that he was inad-
vertently pulling the trigge he released the safety. It is

suspected that this was also the case i the remaining 15 guns,

since they were found to be in proper /o er? lng Condltlon.

Rem% Zrun quality audit o petitor beolt action
rifles and has found that a large percentage competitor models

can be tricked. This includes some famous guns, such as the

"Springfield” 30 caliber rifle, which was used i in

both World Wars.
The Subcommittee discussed the issue of t 1 ¥ing, wéll
as other causes of accidental discharge. It was Séslded/ﬁhat
tricking, along with problems such as owner adjustment of the
trigger engagement screw or the trigger adjustment screw, fingeér

on the trigger when the safety 1s released, and trigger assembly

alterations, are really problems more associated with abnorma

I

[

|

. |

use or misuse of the product rather than indication of a defeefive —
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product. Consequently, a notice warning or a series of warnings
[

agaiﬂgz:ggaa}mal use or misuse, and highlighting safe gun handling

procedures, is tHE}most direct solution to the problem of accidental
l !

discharge. -

The Subcommittee considered the possibility of recallinc all
pre-1975 Remingtqn fire bolt action rifles, many of which

have been in the hands of the public well over several decades.

The Subcommittee de;iﬁgg:;aijpst a recall for the following

i/ \
/

2
[ \
reasons: l A

i b
| '
1. Based on Reminét@n's sagé e, only 1% of the pre-1975
Model 700 family \T\gﬁ// out in the field which

number about 2,000,000 can be icked. That would

can be found entirely within the gun, w§;3:52i1§7

reality only proper gun handling can eliminate

)

injuries resulting from such occurrences.

| i;
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that an informati nL] R

—————
]
Pl
1
i

warning concerning accidental firing and safe gun handling be

prepared and effectively communicated to the gun handling publici L

The Marketing, Lcogal and Public Relations Departments were to
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! . 3 . .
co¢r¢inate their efforts, with possible help from outside consult-
|
ants, In prdparing such a notice.
Further mfetings would be held to ensure that this informa-
[

- 3 id *
tional program was launched effectively esd expeditiously.

(Secretargz'{s Note: The President approw&%se
recommenfdtieons—an January 2, 19%.)
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